November 2nd, 2003
Hi 
A quick (probably) letter to you all before I start on the holiday letter. It’s nearly time to sign a new lease here. They have reduced the monthly rent of all the suites by $600 (about USD 77) because of ‘market conditions,’ which helps. (But they may be putting it up again soon.) Also, they have extended the maximum lease period from 12 months to 18 months. I think I will renew for the 18 months. Still working out when or if to go to NZ. Now that Nana and Granddad have passed away, a key link with NZ has been broken. 


There is only one big thing in HK at the moment and that is the visit to the territory of China’s first astronaut. The Chief Executive invited him; he arrived on Friday and is here for about 6 days together with his capsule and the parachute that brought it back to Earth. Yesterday there was a well-attended event at the HK Stadium to welcome him. The capsule and parachute are at the Science Museum and all the tickets to see them have already be snapped up (I think). There is actually quite a lot of excitement here over him.


In the region, the Malaysian Prime Minister, Matahir Mohammad, stepped down after 22 years in office. During his term, he changed the country from one noted mainly for exporting tin and rubber to a modern country, one of the most developed in the region. He was a very abrasive character at times and was always very critical of Western countries. The Australian PM said he had no special comment to make about the retirement; it is significant to note that Matahir always refused to allow Australia (and I suppose NZ too) to be regarded as part of (South East) Asia! The new Malaysian PM seems to be less abrasive and there is hope that he will relax some of the severe restrictions of speech, etc, that at present exist in the country.


The last pool matches in the RWC are being played this weekend. The last is between a full-strength NZ and a second-string Wales today. (Both countries have already qualified for the quarterfinals, so Wales has given up on today’s match and is looking to their next game.) The two winners in each pool go through to the quarterfinals, which are to be played next weekend. A few days ago, little Samoa gave England a big fright, leading for about 50 minutes but fading in the remaining 30 minutes. Yesterday, Samoa faced SA and there was talk that Samoa might win. But it was not to be. The had used up all there energy against England and were hammered by SA 61-10. And Scotland only just beat Fiji with a last-minute try to end up second in their pool. The quarterfinals should be: NZ v SA, Australia v Scotland, France v Ireland and England v Wales. 


Gavin, thanks for your telephone call; it was good to talk to you. Leonie, were those references for your friend useful? Nadine, write me an e-mail to tell me what you are doing. Boston seems to be getting colder weather now. By the way, I have heard on the news that Arnold Schwarzanegger (?sp) is the governor-elect of California. That means the election must have been held recently. Perhaps it was while I was on holiday as I had not heard anything about it. But, oh dear, why him? Surely there must be better-qualified people around! 

Cheers

Dad
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